Artist Biography

SARAH WELLMAN:

My interest in the visual arts began early in my childhood.  I especially enjoyed drawing, painting, and creating animal figures out of clay.  Both of my parents were influential in my artistic endeavors as they offered encouragement, instruction, and the opportunity to pursue my interests.  

Many things inspire me in my work, though a predominant inspiration is primitive art.  I am fascinated by the Paleolithic and Neolithic cave paintings and carved figures.  In my own work, I often illustrate this interest through the use of stylized and exaggerated animal shapes as well as fluctuating line qualities.  On the other end of the spectrum, I also enjoy rendering highly-detailed and ultra-realistic paintings and sculptures.  My main focus in this area is equine portraiture with careful attention paid to breed standards, conformation, and color genetics.

Although I have always had a passion for art, it was not until I came to Kennesaw State University that I began to give serious consideration to pursuing art as a career.  The realization as to the depth of my interest in art came to me in my art appreciation class while watching a documentary on the restoration of the Sistine Chapel ceiling frescoes.  With a desire to work in a field that would be both rewarding and challenging day-to-day, I came to the conclusion that a career in art restoration and conservation was most certainly the right path for me. 

Upon graduating with a degree in Fine Art from Kennesaw State University, I plan to seek job opportunities or apprenticeships in the area of art restoration and conservation.  I hope to gain valuable experience, especially in the disciplines of painting and sculpture restoration.  In addition to the knowledge I will acquire from these experiences, I plan to attend graduate school in order to afford myself further learning opportunities and training with the hope of attaining a position with a museum or gallery or working as a free-lance artist. 

