—
Laurie's Drivel Column

Time once again for an installment of mindless dither. First, apologies for the poor
photo reproduction in the last Rag! The printer has been dismissed.

Thanks to all you drivel-readers who wrote in responding to the last Rajs column. |
enjoy hearing from you all! (Kay here - Actually, she en joys hearing from anyone who
cornversationally can handle more than three syliables at a time and who doesn't
droot to show pleasureldispleasure. Oh, but that does tend to eliminate some of
our more advanced model enthusiasts, doesn't it....) Laura Doll, of Winter Park, Florida
(A contradiction interms, | would say...) writes:

"I love your “drivel” column! A lot of times I've thought of writing -- but when you
mentioned front vard decorations, | HAD to send this! Enclosed is a photo of “Flaky the
Snowman,” who is located in someone's frons yard in Kensucky. | almost screamed when |
first saw it.” Well, Laura, | DID scream when | saw the picture....

: - Laura also says that she’s glad she's 21
and can handle the emational aspect of
knowing that they stuffed Misty of
Chincoteague. She asks, Couldn’t that
(ceeing Misty stuffed) traumatize a
child?" Well, sounds 1o me like seeing
the patheric pinto, sleazily stuffed into a
tumbledown. trailer would traumatize
most. of us gver 21. Yish!

Rrenda Harris of Redwood. City,
Califormia actually sent us some photos
of her vacation in Chincoteague as well
as a postcard (see next page):

On the back of the posicard Brenda sent
there are several local artractions listed,
ore of which is "Oyster Museum.” Ka
do NOT neglect 1o visit thar famous
monument 1o the "Queen of Bivalves.”
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and “Erin.” This is confusing to collectors - (Say..oysters are mollusks, JUST LIKE SLUGSH)
. AND speaking of slugs...(0h..f didn't realize
S W€ were?) .1 hope you, Kay, have the photo
Chincoteague Miniature Pony Farm  Teady of your pet slug. (Yes, Laurie, I do. As
“World's Most Unusual Horses" a matter of fact..it's on the cover this
Chincoteague, Virginia issue! 5o, "NYAH" 1o those of you who
i thocght we couldn't Top the photo of
Heather and the devited eggs! I've 1itied
his one, "SLUG OVER FENCES." Atthough,
i having read taurie's article on Jumpers Vs
| wunters, | truty feel that he may, in fact,
§ be better suited 1o hunting..) What's his
| name, anyway? (His name is Louis. Lodis of
¥ Louisvitle. Get it7 "LOUISYILLE Stuc-er!!")
Please prins his photo so we can all have firs
of envy. (Of course, you know me, | have firs
=2 of envy over most of Kay's possessions. Except
2% her dogs, who bring home parts of large,
i decaying road Rills as presents...After they've
rolled. in the stinky remains, of course.)
" (Actually, they seem fo have recovered
L. from that pastime lately. As | sit bere, |
& note that my two pups have jist trotted
§° past the window carrying an empty gation
mitk jug and a rusty tin can to the sacred
S labrador Playground.. S I16H*)
Sgems that Mair Dodd keeps abreast (of
-~ what?) of slug-related newsbits and sent me

- - ) this clipping from her paper:

. honored -
F REDWOOD CITY, Calif. (UPD) —
California has an official state tree,
_flower, reptile, bird, insect, animal
: and marine mammal, but a
! # lawmaker wants to add one more to
- | the list — official state mollusk.
e . -Assemblyman Byron Sher, a
. Mountain View Democrat, is lobby-
ing on behalf of the lowly, forest-
3 dwelling banana slug. On Friday, he

and the elimy a show of

§ support from 400 at Hawes
1 Elementary Schoal. .

: “Most of the kids wore yellow out-

. fits and costumes for Banana Slug
Day, Which attracted & band and of-
fictals from the University of

N & s 2 at LR - : ! n =
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(Notice that the city listed in the clipping is RED WOOD CITY. OK,, Brendal Are you a
closet pro-slug acrivists? We have no secrets here. (We have no TASTE bere...) Fess up!)
Anyway, Mair asks: “Did you know that july 1-7 is NATIONAL SLUG WEEK? Yes, folks,
this is the time when our slimy little friends make their pilgrimage to our lush green
gardens and proceed 1o make glucrons of themselves on the precious baby plants we raised
from seed.” Mair's a good. sport, though. She saye she leaves a nice big boud of beer ous for
“The guys™ 10 quench thirst, or sometimes she “treats” them 10 a quick salt bash to calm
their nerves. Wharta gal, Mairll Mair urges us all to join her in her “saluse o slugs
everywhere! Hurrah for Mom, apple pie, and slugs!” Perhaps Ms. Dodd should move 1o
Redwood City!?

(Kay here - | received a note from fara O'Sultivan, who lives in Oregon. She sald
that "..'My Pet Slugs' are manufactured in OREGON, and also sold in"Made In Oregon’
stores. | would imagine that North Westerners all over are making themi” Anyway,
my apologies to those of you scouring the state of Washington, looking for a factory
tour of the "My Pet Stug" Production Plant ...

! aiso got a letter from Dotty Van Vogt, who Iives in Pomeroy, WA. She writes,
"By the way, Eastern Washington has almost no skigs...instead we have our oun
problems 'pets’. like grasshoppers and sagebugs!”" There, you see? We have found a
market niche! TMR should start producing "MY PET SAGEBUG!" We'd clean up! "

Oh - before Laurie throws oo much a Fit because I'm hogging her column - in
answer 1o those of you who asked - yes, people ASKED! - | work for Sullivan Payne
Co., a reinsurance intermediary who's home office is located in the Century Square
Building in downtown Seattle on 4th. But you all would have guessed that...)

in addicion, Laura Doll says she's never owned. a pet slug bur she did own a carerpillar
once. His name was Percy. (Uh,0f - 2is name WAS Percy - [ sense an unhappy ending
here!) Says Laura, “We kept him in a jelly jar..One day he wasn’t moving so we gave him
a proper burial..bus you how children are (me: yes, | do) and we DUG HIM UP the next day
and he was GONEM EEEKL....'Caserpillar of the Living Dead'?" (Me: | can see the movie

marquees reading, "Percy's Revenge™ or "Cocoon l...The Final Pupation” or "The Crawling
Tervor.” (How about, "Nightmare tn £im Tree”..)
one last “slug goodiz” comes form the Orange County Register newspaper where an
article on making the banana slug California’s Official State Mollusk feasures this poem.
ODE TO THE SLUG

Which will make you sicker?

A Slug,

Or a slimy politicker.

Ch, banana slug, we can't wait

unsil you're the official mollusk of the Stase.

~-The Dynamite Blue Bird Troop
of Redwood City-

The article goes on to say that for a while it looked as though the bull Cops - 7ypo! Tee
fee!) BILL was headed for the trash heap - which probably would have been fine with the
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slugs. Committee Chairman, Dick Floyd came 1o the hearing with a box of clug bait.
Assemblyman Ross Johnson was ready to pour sals on the whole idea, saying, “I've
personally enjoyed abour as much of this as | can stand.”

well, I'm sure all you. readers are feeling the same way just abour now. (So are 1he
writers..) So omward with FROG DRIVEL! {We seem 1o be preoccupied with lower
lifeforms, don't we??) (Understandably...)

we had two BRAVE entranss o the "Name the Frogs (and Turtle) Congest.” And now,
the moment you've all been waiting for...THE WINNERS!

MS. SHIRLEY WYATT, Riverside, CA
and
MS. MAIR DODD, Eureka, CA!
Here are the names chosen for the frogs:

Bongo Bob Bullfrog - S.W.

Buford Bullfrog - M.D.

Butch Bullfrog - M.D.

Heda Harp Hopper - S.W.

‘Ben Bullfrog (Named afrer "you know you~ Breyer) - M.D.
" Tervence ~The Terd™ Wellington Il - S.W.

Frederico Los Frogos — S.W.

Inga Toad (One of those Swedish Frogs) - S.W.

and-
Bob The Turile - M.D.

Yauy! Both Shirley and Mair will receive cheap and disgusting prizes as soon as | make
them!l (Bet theu can't wait!) (Lucky girls...)

| hear that Jean Lindgren of Hollywood has a mather who has a pond which has frogs.
(How novel!) She has offered to send some for me 1o stuff. Gee THANKS, Jean, but since
I've become "in the family way" | don't think | could. eviscerate any amphibian withous
serious upper gastric disturbances. Maybe in 9 months or s0...(Oh, but that does bring up
another topic. Heather and | were discussing The possibitity of sending Laurie on an
ALl EXPENSES PAID STUFEFED FROG HUNT ING TRIP ! So, since obviousty neither one
of US wants 1o shelt out any bucks for This, we thought we'd give our GENEROUS
scibscribers the opportanity to contribute 1o THE FUND 1O SEND LAURLIE TO
TIAJUANA TO LO0K FOR STUEFED FROGS I Those of you EAGER Yo participate
should send their contributions To Heather. We figure we should scrape up the money
right around mid-fAugust, so Laurie "Aimost Ready To Pop" Jensen can en joy
beutifal downtown T.d.in ait of s sweltering glory! Please mark envelopes
"tETSLTTITLESE" - well, then again, maybe not .. We'll be sure an PUNBLISH the
names of ait of those GENEROUS enough 10 contribute! Yes, we'll find out who
Laurie's friends REALLY arelll)

Got some fellow frog fanciers...(sent in from taura Doll. Seems the "stimy creatures
of the night" fascination runs deep in 1his farnity ) This is Laura's sister ond a guy and
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a stuffed frog:

Reather received a note from a certain TW. - she sent us a story that came
over the Associated Press wire machine.."That | thought woutd be of interest 1o the
Modet Rag's etite group of readers.”

MICHAEL COLVIN IS NOT JUST A MEMBER OF BRITARIN'S FARLIAMENT. HE

QLSD HAS AN ACOGUAINTANCE WHO RAISES FROGS FOR A LIVING.

O-K. LET'S GET THEM OVER WITH NOW.

BUSINESS KEEFS HIM HOFFING. IT ;S A RIBBETING OCCURATION.
FEEDING FROGS MEANS TIME FLIES. AND IT IS A CASE OF HUMAN EBEING
MEETING AMPHI-BEIN®.

NOW. TO THE NEWS: COLVIN HARS AR COMPLAINT ABOUT A BILL BEFORE
PARLIAMENT THAT WOULD GIVE TAX BRERAKS TO LIVESTOCK GROWERS. THE
TROUBLE., HE SAYS. IS THAT IT DEFINES LIVESTOCK IN TERMS OF MAMMALS

AND BIRDS.
COLVIN'S ACGUAINTANCE. WHO RAISES AMPHIBIANS. IS OUT OF LUCK.

COLVIN WOULD LIKE A CHANGE IN THE LAW.
HE HOPES HIS FELLOW LAWMAKERS WILL HOF TO IT.

She also sent us a pic for the “Weird Pet Contest” (see next page). #His name Is
"watson", who is, she writes, *..a reformed model horse—eaiter. Now he sticks 1o 1he

dog food we give him and atl the cat food he can steal. Watson caused the demise of
severat repainted fireyers wien he was a puppy .. fortunately be never tried to
tackie an Hagen-Renaker!
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Also, @ MD. from Eureka (didn't want To embarrass you, Mair!)writes, "t wanted 10
enter the WE IRD PET contest but there were no rules listed in the RAG." Sitly rabbit
- rutes are for NORMAL contests - given the people with whom you are deating,
what concitusions would YOU make?

Hey, we have o bow-wow this manth by Holly Woodard! Holly says, "The best part

about this picture is the background.” See for yourself:

L R

She adds, "I hope this will keep you entertained for a while.” Ha, Ha! I'm constanly being
entertained by all you Rag Readers! Thanks for the pic, Holly! ' )
Time to bring this to a close with my "Quote 1o Remmember...” “A dog is a dog except when
he is facing you. Then he is Mr. Dog.”  Bye! Lauirie
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BUYER BEWARE!

Have you ever been approached to buy a highly desirable model at a cut
rate price..maybe a deal too good to be true? In all probability, it IS too good to
be true. The fact is, more and more unscrupulous people are making their mark
on the model horse world. This article is meant to educate the buyer & seller of
potential problems. :

ORIGINAL FINISH MODELS: Everyone has his or her own opinion on the terms

"perfect”, "excellent”, "fair”, "good", ete. "Mint" condition may or may not mean
the same to different people. It should be used in describing a model as it came
from the factory, with additions to details as box rub on hindquarter, nose,eartips,
etc. We all know the perfect model is hard to come by. Keep in mind that rubs do
occur on new models during shipment from factory to dealers, and dealers to
buyers. The new tie-wrap system of Breyer securing produced unwanted rubs on
the banded legs. This is not a cause for return however, either to dealer nor
factory, so keep this in mind. If you are buying mail order & want to lessen the
chance of more rubs, you can ask the seller to unwrap from the original box and
pad the model before shipment. Most sellers will accomidate you with this request.
If you are selling, please try to be as accurate as possible when detailing
condition, ie. pinhead sized rub right hind at stifle. Also, whether or not live show
quality, or photo show quality. Spell out your terms for returns. If you have a
money back if not satisfied clause or not. Please be honest. If the sale is due to a_
hurried need for money, the price may be cheaper than normal to insure a quick -
sale, but a return may not be available.
REPAINTS: Maybe you only collect from "known” quality artists. Remember, not all
of a person’s work is of the same quality. A person who has had a long career of
repainting/remaking had to have learned the tricks of the trade somewhere. If you
are buying a second hand repaint, not from the artist, you may be buying an early
failure. Photos showing good closeups of finish and detail before the sale is
actually made will eliminate most problems. Don’t go by show photos however, as
they were probably done when the horse was first done. Live shows and rough
handling afterwards adds to the scratches and flaws in the present horse. Ask for
current photos. If a person is asking a high price for the model, this isn't too
much to ask for. Also, ask about returns before purchasing, and who is expected
to pay shipping costs. Normally, the buyer pays all shipping charges to & from.
Also, ask if the piece is signed by the artist. Many horses have been sold as being
from one person, when they were actually not. If the value of the horse is due to
it being a known artist, ask about having the fact verified by the artist.
TEST COLORS/SPECIAL RUNS: Gonfusion arises in the terms "test” & "special”. A
test color is a FACTORY AUTHORIZED production of a color, normally only 1is
produced of the pattern/color. Most do not get in the hands of the public. Most
of the true test colors escaped from Breyer in the 1970's, when factory
employees took home the extras. Many unauthorized "tests” escaped via different
routes while in Chicago. These were not limited to 1 piece and were generally
done on factory "seconds”, or rejects. The value therefor, is secondary to a true
test color. Also, there are limited release "test” colors, such as the palomino Adios
available in a gift set..b pieces escaped to dealers before the set was dropped.
These are solid faced, and not to bgsccnfussed with the special run ones.




Actually, the only confussion on special runs are the duplicate special runs. The
special runs made are actually all different. The speocial run Clydesdale stallion in
dapple grey was actually made 3 times.. first as a regular issue horse in the 6{)'5
and in gloss, the '70's issue in a brighter colored matte, and the current speocial
available in a softer grey matte. Specify dates when selling special runs that were
multiple issued. They are the buckskin Lady Phase (solid faced in the Vales 1970s
run, bald faced in the catalog run of 1985 or 86), the dapple grey Running Mare &
foal; Dapple grey Belgian; Black Belgian; dapple grey Cantering Welsh in 2 versions
of braid colors; and a few others. _
LOOK-ALIKE REPAINTS: This coined termed is actually one of my own. It describes
a repainted Breyer done in the style & patterns used by the factory. Each model
is stripped of all color and airbrushed back into other Breyer colors not found
naturally on the model. | can only speak for myself when talking about these type
of horses. Each BHR repaint is signed "BHR" between the hind legs. About 4 years
ago, 6 pieces were given to friends unsigned...all pieces have been returned to me
since then for signing. This is ONLY on look alike pieces, not on realistic type
paint jobs. | can state that | do not "fake” paint jobs that | sell to others of actual
production models, but only of paint jobs not knowingly produced on the mold.
Such as a decorator colored Clydesdale stallion, buckskin San Domingo, alabaster
Grazing Mare.

Now then, the main reason for this article is to protect YOU, the buyer, from
the fakes. It has come to light that there are certain people faking paint jobs on
actual production models. In further questioning of collectors, we have come
across the following offered; glossy bay Fighting Stallion (not produced gloss);
Glossy bay running Mare & foal (not produced), and a few others easily faked.
This is just spraying gloss over a matte model. Very easy to do, so please beware
of this. The smell of the gloss is a giveaway to a faked one of these.

The other fakes are actually more elaborate. The case that has come to my
attention is a Decorator Gold Charm (solid gold) Fighting Stallion. This was very
cleverly done, and if a person did not have a real one to compare with, would
probably never suspect it. First of all.. no Decorator has the USA stamp. This one
did. The matte alabaster model was used, with the grey hoof paint removed with
nail polish remover..a fact realized by the glossy appearance and shiney finish.
The bottom of the hind hooves still had grey overspray on them. The seams had
been melted by the nail polish remover, too clean to be from the factory. Also,
the pink hooves needed for a real one hadnt been added. The coloring was too
bright colored..like Testor's gold metalic...too bright to match a Breyer. Also,
again the smell gave it away.. like Krylon gloss..anyone working with this knows
the smell. The masking of the mane/tail was too crisp. Breyer used clamp on
masks for this, thus, the edges are sometimes leaked under, to produce a faded
edge. This is model was "offered” to the buyer for aprox. $150.00... way under
the going price of $200-500.00! The "seller” needed the money quickly was the
story. The horse was traded thru 3 knowledgable Breyer collectors before it was
identified as a fake. This is a serious problem. If you have any doubts about the
authenticity of a horse, ask for an evaluation by a third party. If the seller balks
at this, proceed at your own risk. We don’t need these things to happen in our
hobby. It is important that these matters be reported. The best recourse is to
contact the editors of magazines, who can refuse publication of ads until the
situation is remedied. Public blacklisting is cause for liable cases, so do not ask

the editor to do this.
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I hope that this has helped you in some way to better understand the buying
and selling of your horses. Also, if buying an expensive horse from a person not
known to you, ask for it to be sent COD. The seller is insured to get her money
and the buyer to getting her horse. Too many bounced checks from buyers has
caused the need for holding out of state checks, but what about the buyer? COD
is a cheap solution to this. Happy collecting.

Karen Grimm
Black Horse Ranch -

THE ENDIESS QUEST .- , Looks m;; oy
T

ANOTHER
" HAReLD ! CATCH mé ! Heese
irs—17$ = A METANlIC Sémi-
Glossy, ROYAL ReANNED
LoD GRAINED DECORATOR "
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_ THE UNKNOWN COLUMN
is now, from this date forward, to be known as

CHEAP THRILLS

edited/written by Gale Good, 1359 Sherrill St., Anaheim, CA 92804

The winner of the Name-the-Column Contest is Shirley Wyatt.
She not only came up with the winning name but also the second
place runner-up. So she is entitled to two prizes and will be
notified in the next two weeks as to which models she may chose
from. A big Thank You to everyone who entered. It's been fun
reading all your crazy, and creative, ideas. Next issue I hope
to have a logo designed for the column featuring the new name.

Next on the agenda is write-ups. It has been pointed out to
me that I have been remissed in placing my address on the column
so that future participants may write to me. Sorry about that,
Chief. I promise to do better.

Because I just held my first live show (a lot of hard work
but loads of fun, too), there was a massive clean-up of the
patio, house and horse room. The horse room is where I keep all
my mail. Unfortunately, some of the mail (including other
write-ups and bills) have either disappeared or been misplaced
(maybe permanently). If you've sent something and it hasn't
appeared yet, please send it again and accept my apologies.

If you're in the area for the Western Regional Congress '88
show in May, be sure to stop in and chat. I have been drafted to
judge Original Finish Novice classes. No, really, I enjoy doing
it. (You can stop twisting my arm, Laurie. Just kidding.) And
if any one wants a grand tour of my horse room, they're welcome.
Just let me know a head of time.

Oon to the good stuff:

At my show, Cori McGraw (I hope I spelled that right)
mentioned that she had found a glossy charcoal mustang with
eyewhites at a local antique store. This store is frequented by
several other model horse collectors and was thought to be tapped
out. Goes to show that you should periodically check out the old
haunts because new merchandise may come in at any time.

S.L. found not one but TWO Breyer woodgrain longhorns. This
particular finish/mold has been hard to locate in the pass.
Maybe this is an indication that more will show up.
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Seems that Just About Horses is going to FIVE issues a year! But, sadly, that means an
increase in subscriptions - now $5.00 for renewals, $7.50 for new subscriptions.

¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢

We were unable 10 get enough Hagen-Renaker Miniatures Spring 1988 color flyers t0
enclose with every TMR this tire. We got abous 30 flyers for Spring 1988, and 30 for
1987. If you would like one, please send an SASE to Heather. First come, first served! We
hope 1o have flyers for Fall 1988 in the june/ july edition.

¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢

And speaking of H-R Minis......they are supposed to be bringing out a new series of mini
HORSES! They will be pattemed after the “Postage Stamp” horses, featuring 4 horses and |
foalll Appears that some of our sousces already have themil!

@« CgCghgg CggCgteqg®
News from the Hartland fronchl Kathleen Moody, or Elite Decorations has been asked by
Hartland 1o sculpt 3 protetype models for their 1988/89 line - Arab, Frigsian, & Shire! be
o the lockous, as Kathleen does superior work! We'd also like to thank Kathleen for the
wonderful cartoons that she sent for us 10 use! We appreciate it

¢« Cqgqgg ®g @ g € g € g € ¢ &
Renee DeVore wrote in o rernind us all about the increased postal rates. She said to

remind photo showers 1o enclose that extra postage necessary, as it is not the
show-holder's responsibility to do so. First class is now $.25; each additiongl ounce is

$.20; postcards are $.15

¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢
Your Horse Saurce has told us that due to production problems with the new ~ John Henry”
maodel, he is not expected until JULY! But---they did just get in "Breezing Dixiel”

A LA AR A ALY LK
Oops! Leoks Like the other half of the Wells Model Finding Team got lucky! it seems that Ms.
Heather was browsing through an antique store and noticed o ceramic lying foal. she
looked ar it, but decided it wasn't @ Hagen, so passed it up. Then, o couple of days later,
her mother (in-law?) broughs by a whole bag full of horses for Heather - including the
lictle lying foal. She had gane 1o the store and bought the lot of them. Heather thanked her

and brought the horses with her when she went to see Gale Good. Gale about had a fit
when Heasher pulled a HAGEN-RENAKER CLOVER ous of the bagih Then she really had a

fuumnmamernddhersfwhadalreadgpasseduup'oausesrwdimrttmnhuwasreau!

Oaps!

¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢
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HAGEN-RENAKER, INC.

POST OFFICE BOX 427, SAN DIMAS, CALFORNLA 91773

RETAIL PRICE LIST

(FOR INFORMATION ONLY — COMPANY POLICY FORBIDS DIRECT RETAIL SALES)
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