The sinmples type of bridle to make is the weston hosal, without
a bit and only a very simple headstall, It can be off “rmlded for
the noseband) and single strang®g (for the headstall) embroidery
thread and you may even leave a tassel on the noseband for parade or
Arabian horses. & braided noseband of lesther is more diffucult, buﬁ

usvally worth the trouble, For a mechanical heckamore you can usé¢ &

wide strip of leather for the noseband with side shanks and curh haix
liko fora bitted western bridle but those are rarely seen a Teal norse
shows. The bousel with braided "mohair® reins {embroidery thross' will

Len

have two rins, attached to the boszal (w/out chain) zEErimdxzads o
Wwith a matching lead line attached to the bosal, coiled and hung {ronm
the saddle hornn Bosals are used mainly on young horscs in ti ’
Oldier, well reined hackarore horses are rare except in Californi:
whare the training 1s considered alnost an art foms. The horse 14

ridcen wi ﬂ the rines wH qulite loose so be sure they are long cnougii.
The bridles ar usuelly undecorated except for the often colorful raius.

Most destern bridles have curb bits, Headstalls are suvually

[Fa]
u-:

A

leather and can b¢: very plain~or very fancy with tons of silver snd
silver conchos on browband and bit. The big n?obWOn is heenin~ Lhe
it at the horses mough- since thore is no nosebond. On XU onL‘w
some of the are given open mouth, alloiiing Jor a bit that sotun 43
does go through the mouth. Some people will also nake a smalil heold

at the corners of the moth and slip a stralght pint through to hols
chae DIt withoubt meking such 2 drastic chigmge in tho npodel. I have
also seen bit & pade to stay in place by being tight against the

nodels mouth., A stiff headstalli will also work, Hotsver, a nosaband
cen be used. You nay glkso either use a curb strap of leather, cor
it chede  ottandhed with leather straps to go urder the chiln.

With real hovses the bit won't work without a £ub curh strap or cohin,
so don't forget it. WNeither is pnealized in shouwing through chalins are
norae comaon, You may find it herd to got chain fine enough bno,Jun

Wastern bridles =may have a browband, ox a splil ear hesdstell,
only goos arouné one ¢ar, Be ceraful ilnw.fuLqu vour it -
with long shanks 1s more sevcre on & horses mouth. lest are

fairly short shanks. Reins cen be cingle, cor braided leabhs
ed thresd to bz mohalr, and Wey aven be decorated with banlls oft v, ...
¢r chaln. Syran wrep can be uséd for this if you put in on niag ood
smooth. Weshern bridles avo jqo oftcn bucksitichad in a contrashi:
color and this is quite ecasy to do Tor modesl L algo gives ycu tha
rATBRIWI Y Re pletaalldn gate A WL L Rate it wmane manliorinally
R & vt Uewewas procedure of glueingf

English beoch ara uonevhﬁt nore compliceted, but also, stur
anough, easier for the model shower as the caveson nosebend con
to hold the bit neer the howses mouth on clesed uouth lorses Wa o
deal with thoe huntspat bridles if'irst. PFosthuntseat horses Bre ghoia
with o snalfle blt, which 1s nueh essieor, with its rings, to make, than

the loug shanks fo che durb bit. A sinple jump ring like you use?

on the halters will often do the job., Some huiters are ridden wiith
palhan bite which are sio p;c sciaipht bits with shiort shanks and veing
double reins, but this bitis used for the harder Lo harndle horse,
halng move sever, and 18 T"“”ly seen in nodel showlng. I1f you try ona,
be sure it is cleariy a Pelhan ard net the Woymouth used in saddle~aat!
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Faking snaffle bridles is ® easiest if done in two parts. I
usally meke the cavasson first., The noseband, then adding the simple
headstall, with buckles if you wnat it to be adjustable, Then the
neadstall with ring attached for the bit, with check strap also att-
ached, The lece can be glued to the noseband to hold the bit next
to the horses mouth, The browband is then afided, I usuvally attach
it to both headstalls to keep the bridle together, but it isn't necc-
essary., A sinpler, if less reealistic, version puts the canvesson
noseband on the sarme headstall just behind the bit. Reoins should be
slightly loose, but not as loose as with western bridles,

How for the biggiel Not so bad, once you've nanaged a snaffle
bridle, is the double bitted Weymouth bridle used on Saddlebreds and
any other gaited horse in Saddleseat or Fark classes, You alrecady
know how to make the caveson, and use it to hold the bits in place.
If you want to be exact you will have threc headstalls, one for the
cavesson, one for the snaffle bit (which fits furthest back in the
horses mouth), and one for the curb bit, which will heve straight
shanks unlike 2 western curb., The browband is attached to all three
headstalls and checkstrap, RX® Reins are attached to the large rings
of the snaffle (top set) and the smaller ring at the edn of the curd
shanks (bottom set), 1 should meke the point that on curb bits the
headstall is attached to the bit above the point that the bit is
actually in the mouth, A simpler, and more comron, wWay is to use
two headstalls, one for the cevesson, and one for both bis, using one
peide of wire to sirulate the snafifle rings and curb shenks, If you
are showing the horse at halter, the bottor set of reins, attached
to the curb bit, go over his head and rest on his neck, the top set of
reins, attached to the snaffle, are held by the handler. In riding
cladses the reins should be shown taut and clarly seperated, not
tangled, Browbands and noseband of Weyrouth bridles are often
dif'ferent colores of lefither or decorated with silver.

With certain geited breeds, such as Tennessec Walkers, a special
bridle is used, This bridle is a2 single reined curb bit with long
shanks, On TWHs, Vit guards are always used (scgins or a tiny circle
of construction paper), The browband and noseband is uvsually decor-
ated, as 1s the metchinb breacttcollar also worn, The bridle is other-
wiee like the Weymouth. Fox Trotters am shown under siculex bridles
with or without bit guards,

Other bkidle like goodies you may went to meke is the western
"tie dovm" used to Lkeep hte horses heed down, only zllowed in stoclk
and genes classcs, 1t consists of a headstall rather like a cavesson
with & strap atteched leading from noseband, between the forelegs and
attaching to The frong cinch, Huntsecat and gaitced horses sometines
use 2 running martingales or standing mertingale to "set" the head,
Asaln, this is an ailde used on a problex horse, Western horses oftan
weer & breastcollar, for decoration in pleasure classes, sonetimes
for vtility in x stock and gewres classes, to help hold the saddle in
position, fnglish horses a2lso use bresstcollers for the sane reasons,.
TWHs alwmost alwaysuse a breast collar for the elevation of their front
end is so extrone that tho saddle would otherwise slide bhacluyards,

B
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Whea malking saddles, the opposite is truve, the english saddles
aroe easiest, while western are more compliceated., In fact, both types
of enilish saddles (saddlescat and huntseat) cean be ncde from the =

ame basic pattern by altering the size, shapé and position of the
flaps. English saddles are basically flat, but you may want to add
padding of pommel and cantle for hunt seat, and knee rolls as well

if it is boing used in ¥ jumping, A saddlescat has no need of

these and mey heve only ¢ slight rise in the cnatle, A word is nec~
essory here about saddle pads, They arc a liust under a western %
saddle, riding without one under that heave and hard a saddlc is pure
cruelty to & live hvrse, Saddle pads are so casy to make 1 don't see
why & médel should have to do without., I have seen horses ridden
enclish without = pad, but only for a short tine end with a great deal
of anxiety on the part of the rider, 1 certailaly would!t expect o
horseto Jjuiwp with one! A western pad or blanket can be as simple as
a 3y square of matoerisl, perhaps with a bit of fringe scwn on the end,
An onglish ped is usally the same shpae and Just & tad lerger than
the saddle it will go under. Any sort of sof't materisl, white or

off white would be acccptable, Back to saddles, they can be of any
soft pliable leather or inltation leather materisl. You can aven gat
awey with felt on occasion,

A simple western saddle can be nade using a stiffer type of lea-
ther to zive it shape, It won't:-win a live show perhaps, but sone
look quite nice in photos with butckstitching added, A roll of leather
turned down et the ends cen serve a8 the cankle, The poriel can be
curved & bit and on edge to hold itself wup, or be padded with leather
underneath, The horn cen te made using the appern shown, Gluelng

the rovma »azgs (opsdandr ot all three, then glue two of the straight
parts tozethoer thoelr full sTwekh apnd the third to them about halifuay
down, Allow it to dry well, then dampen and bend to proper shanc,
Let dry, but be sure it stays in position., If desired urap lacing
around for thickness, Then glue the two stralilght perts fo fromt of
pormel, single to the back (neexr seat). This pattern is for trofss®
al size, Thoe same thing smaeller will work for Clessics,

Whon meling youxr # seddle, check it on a nmodel often, to be sure
it will be pogsitioned properly on the back end the girt (front and
back on vestern saddle) will be in the right place., If I sce one wore
girth in the niddle of a2 horses belly 1 will SCREA¥! (What was they
far off noise?7%)

After the patterns, diacgrams of the different types of equipment
gos, Mmmeinn et MY - Yaedge d10ueteote 7 D Show pligrpalpar pogitlons and
8186 polnt out the A" "“smeasng 11 Bhio taclk,

As you'ye priuwenty nuciced 1 added Dresseage and Sidesaddle,
Sidesaddles I leave up to the expert, but if you want to {

| -

try one gotb
all the info you can on then, try to find and sce a real one ir
possible, and o to it. The dressape ¥® saddle is rather sinllar to
the huntseet and with a few chenges, the sare basic patiern would
work, First throush Fourth level dressage horses are shown in &
snaffle bridle, bute double bridle is required in all international
competition. As you can so¢, however, 1t differs from the Weynouth
by having short shanks on *ho curb, denoting a less severe bit,

Rt
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Harncssesi Well, they looit scary and complicated,but they ‘re
basically like a bridle! Especlally the very fine formal harness
used on all saited horses end ponies, including Haclkneys, Arabians
and suvaelly llorpgens (though they are also shown in pleasure harness) .
So you know nost of the basic ideac., lake The bridle first, sane as
the svunl snaffle bridle except it mey have an extra pelice and of ¢
coursen much longer teins. The check rinx rein or mertingale (these
oxtra peices) are optibnal, usecd only to position the horses hoeads
The broastcoller needs to be a bit thicker, perhaps a pelce of leather
or felt, to spread the pressurc of the certs welght acress mE The
horscs chest, Be surc this peiece fits low enough not to restrict
breathing by being hung around the nect, or actlion Ly helng hung
around the Lnccs. You'll need o strap ecross the withers to support
the breastcoller and make it adjustable if it is to it wmore than one
nodel, The, the equivalent of o gifith, the bellybend, though placed
a bit father back, kind of brings 1t all together, 1T will have
streps attaching the horse to cart g shafts (end even if you don't
have the cart you ought to have the straps) and connects to the
breastcollar, as well as the ehckrein (if used) and crupper. It will
also heve rines the reins will pass through. Blinkers can be added
by using o sqmare of felt or lednter, but again, arc not & neccessity,.
Harness pay very in nany weys, but I have tricd to draw one with the
sinplest necessities here for pou with a feow of the optional goodies
dotted in.,

The work or pleasure harness is nore fo the sanc, but not as X
fancy. nis is proper with a sleighfbuckboard, ete, adn the type
of harness for a light breed without high action, such os Quarter
Horses, Thoroughbreds, and some Morgens. The breastcoller may be:
rcplaced with a work collar and the checkrein 1s not used as the
horse ray neod to put his head down to pull, ALl in 2ll, its Jjust
2 sturdicr looking harness,

The draft horsce harness, work or parade, must have the large collar
collar and is a paint to reke for that reoson! But can you lmagine
the result of two tons of Shire horse putting his strength against
o 1il' bressteoller like e forral herness to tug o bilg wagon,or
a2 load of 1 ton?SKFAP SCRACLE POP! But you wouldn't believe how nanhy
are -shown in harness with the WRONG ind of herncsest The collar can
be leather over o cardboard frane, or rolled like the western saddle
pormel and the rest of it is up to you, there are endless veriations
on the sare old there, sinply using more and heavier leather than
you do with the lighter horses, Which only =akes sense @f after alll
Cheins are nore oftea seen here though be surc you don't use then
anywhere they right chafe the horse, These worlk harnesscs for
drafters can be very highly decorated wih studs, silver beads, chains,
etec for norade/show work as well as gulte plain for ~ood ol' farm
work, So its up to you and your imagination agalin, Look at all the
photos you can get of all types of © '

ceck for ideas,
This applied double to costumes. The thrce pein types of’
cosbumes are Arabian, which I think wshouvld be restricted to Arabian
typc horses, Indlen rost proper on Hustangs, Peints, Apps and other
stock type horses, and Paso, proper really only on the Peruvian brecod,
I've also thrown e few exbres wmcer this heading, such as racing tacxk,









polo, and parade tack, @ms well as o borderline case 1 can see cither
wey - the racing harness, This should be seen only on trotting/pecing
horscs brecds, and certein ponies elso used in harness racing, Also,
let 3§ x me emphasize that the harness for trotters snd pacers differ!
If your horse¢ is in a standing position you could use either. But
if he is pacing, please do not put o trotter harness on hi,!?
Illustrated is first the basic harness, then the diffcerent "hobbles"
used on trotters and theon pacers, which goes on under the resular h
harness. Another "costune" on the borderline is the flat raciag
tack, which could also be used in nodel racing, though they usuvally
don't reguire pix. You can go as palin es & regular enzlish seddle
with aumber pad added to ® very reslistic copy of the actual racing
grgE geer, illustreted hero,

A "costume" vhich often gets a cless to itself is parade, Any
norse can be shown in perade tack though the fancy hish steppers scouss
most popular, next to the flashy color breeds, As well s the oce-
asional nateched poir, Your basic parade outfit is a fmnecy western
saddle with silver, silver, everywhere and rhinestones evevywhere
elsc, Long drapes behind the saddle with tasselsadn sparviklies, bridlc
sulted to the horse with tassels and shiny things and ribbons in wone
end tai. You can use your basic western saddle nattern and nake
taparadoes to go over the stiffups, Foil and seguins make good silver
additions, as would studs and sperkly rhincstoncs, Reomnants of
protiy matteriel like sillk,satin, or velvet can.usvelly be purchased
cheaply., Drapes should go frow the beck of the saddle to the base
of the tail, and down to the horses fetlocks, or sorewhet higher if
you'll be 2dding tassels or fringe., Slender satin ribbons only cst
10¢ or so o foot and ¥ can be braided into 2 heir pane andtall or
braided and taped on or held on with o dab of glue to paintéd or
nolded mene/teil, A besubiful rider in faney suit never hurts, but
you rarely overy soc one,

As long es we're into beauty I'll cover Avab costurmcs! Arab
costunes, in real and mocdel horses, has left realism for Hollywood,
going for the sperkliest, shiniest, flashierst costumes that can
be made, A corpromise between realisn and pretty hes been reacheod
by most showers using the basic pattern shown. Leather or ¢gs cartons
will work well for the saddle, Sizmply cut out on oe the little cups,
then cut the cup in half, cutting out a section in the niddle, Now
Sew then very carefully together, Check the heizht to be sure the
froat 1s shorter then the back, Cut a peice of your natericl (any
Find fron felt to dresse guelity velvet will do) To go over the cun.
Leave the botton edges lonzer than the cup shout 3", ©alke a sxyall
blanket of thin leather or fake leather material, even brown or black
velvet or folt, and glue the longer edzes of the fobrie to it, its
not easy, but the costune drape is glued over the leather betweon the
frongg and back cup, Now add stiffups coming frorw under the saddle,
and you've got iti Add fringe, trin, tassels, and a fancy bridle
decorated th metch and you're donel

Frox the faacicst to the plainest, if realistic, Indian costunes.
Hero it 1s best to do a bit of rescarch, Tha Apn Assoc, used to put
out a snall booklet on costumes, thought I'n not sure if they still do.
Less realistic, showy type costumes cen also be nede if you can find
the information or photos for realistic type costwies, Although T
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feel the realistic Indian costuies will show th work put into then and
be remarded for their effort. Check you library for books on Indians,
or the 0ld West, Most Indien ponies were ridden with only a "wox
bridle"” nothing nore than a Jew rope to jerk the hases head wth,

sonc times cecoratcd with a fecthor or bell, Saddles were fairly rere,
although sorce tribes did use them, and suually the horse wes ridden
with 1little wore than a colorful blanket, which coan be nade of nany
different nateriels, Furst mizht also be used, and some leather>raft
shops cerry rabbit fur or sore real looking brown fur could also be
used, with lightweight lecther as "buckskin” perhaps with ¥ fringze,
used as & breasteollar, Tiny =myx beads cen be used for decoration,
Heny tribes painted special syizbols on their horses and if done wiih
watercolor on originel finish rodels they should wash off, though

1ts up to you if you want to risk it or not., Horses were also used

to pvll "trevois" and these ore fairly eesily irade with the long
Bticks, breastcoller and witherstrap, end some lether or fur to tie
themr tegether behind the horse and make a platform, naybe even with

e foew little "buncles" of leather, A horsc pulling a travois would
stlll have a blanket or such as he was often ridden as well, A bit

of reasearch in your library will certainly pay of'f in the class,

Treditonal Peruvian Paso teck is becoming more and more popular
elong wth tle brrmed thet wears it. Its quite a handfull of leather
goods and lsces beginming with the headsear, The Paso wears (2ll
at oncel) a halter, o bridle, and a kind of blinder known as the
"tapa ojos" which is composed of two diamond shavned leather eye
covas. These blinders ere worn on the foreheod above the eyos
end can be lowered over the horse's eyes vheneven his rider wants
to leave hin, elirinating the need to ties up, . Attached to the haltex
ls a2 long lead linc., The free end is coiled and tied to the rear of
the saddle while still attached to the helter, The braiding of the
reins and lead line nmetch and all of the headgesr is pade of intriecateals
plaited rau goat hide and is frequently decorated with peices of
silver blended into the designs of the letather, The saddle is
espeleally designed for confortable riding and, is short and corpact,
much like the old US Calvary saddle., These are very comfortahle for
a ricder but of'ten do not fit the horse well and roquire plonty of
pedding, so don't forget that! The "corona" is a leather pad whicl: is
worn batween the saddle anmi the blanket. It is slightly lerger then
either ond is wvsed to hide the blanket as well og protect the horsc.
The saddle and corona are often XX handtooddd and may also be desord
ated with silver. Tho stiffups are pyrasidal blocks of seasoned mood
ulth a tochole carved in one face, The tips are covered with -
rade metal caps and e narrow wetal band hugs the wood vertical., . .
strength ond beauty, The breechings, taill cover, and crupper axc
traditional rather than functional. The breechings loosely encivelo
the hindless at about the level of the hockk and buckle at the resw
of the saddle on ecither side, Traditional apparrel for the rider
is also distinctive and will require some rezsearch for those of you
interested in that,

A dlagresn for a peck saddle, that Jjust hapones to be the right
size for Breyers Tradionnl nodels is also illustrated. A novel entry
could be o riding horse docked cut in old "mountain rman" gear lead oy
a pock horse, A calvary costure would be nice elso. Also there aro
clown costures for ponies, varieng historical hornesses,ect,
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Stobles and Stable Equiorent

Steables and steble equinvment will be used only as props in your
pix, but They cen do alot for reslisw and are just fun to have, Stable
blankets cen also protect frox dust and seratches, The simplest stable
blenkt is nado fror renants (courtesty you local fabric/sewing/variety
store) and the Hattern #1 shown, It isnit adjustable but only necds
to be sewn, or spepped, or hooked, ot tim: frong., Fancler and :ore
reallstle ones cone from the snae basic pattern but use bias tape
straps with buekles or hooks and eyes to o around the chest and
usuelly twice uncer the belly. These can be nade ajustable,  just
like hekers end bridle strops with the little sizure eisht buckle,

Heck wraps cnd hoods ere a bit harder to meke, but basic patterns are
illustretted though you'll need to worlk & to get then to Fit your
norse, ‘ : . ' '

Little brushes and such cancome from doll ® sets, " MNony kinds of
bottle tops rake terrific little "buckets", Larser "water trouzghs"
con be nade of tune fish cans (file down edges on the insdéde) Dinty
Hoor Beef Stow cens, ete, Just tkeae a moment to look at cons, bottle
tops, and boxes before you throw the:n ® avay., They cone 1in a @illion
different sizes and shapes for dozens of usues and you can think of a
few the menufocturer probably didn't!

Boots for gaitcd horses can be nade of white leather or felt and
the srae Tfor skid boots for your roping and reining horses, A pattern
for the goited bell boot is shown., Skid boots arc just a tell rec-
tenzle to go round the leg once ond lace, or tlo, or even 2 little
velero., Leg wrapes are easily nade of bias tape, or iaterizsl cut into
strips and siopley wrapped around with = bit of tape, or nore realis-
tieally, the last DLit cut in half longwisc then wrapped in opnisite
directions and tied,

Stables cre casy to build 1f you're good with your hends and soze
coppanies o sell kits for their nodeds, Lizght plywood and balsa wood
eand wood glue would be your hest brwk bets for rnaterials, Plywood
is found a lwsber stores and balse woold is sold ab nost hobby shows
in 211 sizes, Hooks and eyes could be hooks for henging bridles,
a5 could pictures henging hooks, small cans or wood great spools =
glued on toothpicks or balsa wood legs wake "horses" for your saddles.
Blueprints for berns ere printed in the Western Horscreon oll the tine,
and occaslonal in other horse magazines as well. You can also build
only a fake ¥ front or two sides for nix, - :

Fences con be wade of balsa wood in squere stripsfor o regular reil
fence, of lincoln logs for o log fence., A range fence of wire can be
race of' sturdy sticks and heavy shoe thread (heavy duty thresd), since
regular thread will probaly disappear in pix, Thats about it on naking
your owmn,,..uell aliiost everything, If you're sood with your hands
and creative you should have no trouble, 4Those who avent' ney experience
nore frustration, but remenber, it does take a2 lot of practive,

These orc mostly the sinplest and rost basic ways, you may wlll advance
beyond tham and find you own ways. Nuch luck to youl

Soite corpanles do ake tack for the rodel dower, Breyer nakes tack
to fit their odels, Thelr prices are reesommble and the tack can be
nade guite nite by trimming sone of the excess leather,dyring,cte,

- o



Below 1s o list of conpanies cerrying model teck, Thome are also
eany Individvels who show x®®E models and offset their oXpenscs by
malking tock for other showers, Usually the better the tack, the
higher the price, However, nay sturdy, rcalistic and zood fitting
tack is going to win, jut as a greet tack sot is notx zoing to win
for a so-~so rodal, ; -
A pool idea is to eks for a photo of the btaek with their price=
list, most good tackiakers keeop extra photos for this purposc and arw
happy to. oblige, Be sure =nd return the pic quickly, Before oaking
& big order it may be wise to nake. o srall ong, like a hlater or
bridle, you'll ® sce how long o delay you cen e¢xpeect, how nice and
vell fitting the tack is, and what kind of condition you get it in
BEFORE you send $20 or so and get something you're not happy with,
1L do not necceserily reccouend any of these persons or coripanies,
1 sirply conpiled ax listing from about one years worth of model
publications in oxder to help you get startecd.

Double Diriond Ranch
508 West ¥aple
Farrington,I1 87401

syi4s Linl Herness
1140 Lincoln St,
Waterloo, JTA 50703

Tearse Country Teek

L
i ke L -—

Rt.2, Box 115
Anadarko,0k 73005

Sandy Garble
Alexendre RR#1
Charlottetomwn

PEI: ClA4 7J6 CANADA
(Send SA &17¢ vpost,)

Wild Plu Stables=-tack dept.
Julis Delong , :
505 Edwards St, -
" Afewd OR. 97501

Judy Uesvinich
2050 Allen Blvd.: .
Hiddleton,WI 53562

Cherlene Farhhall
2534 8, 59th W, -Ave
Tulsa,0k 74107
(spc.Paso Cost)

Cook Saddlery
5900 ‘Floyad

Ovorland Perk, kS 66204

Jacl Bowmen
333N 237K St
Filwavkee, WI 53216

Heather Hills Linatures
Ted & Cheryl Abelson
2116 155th Ave,

Howard Beach,NY 11414 (.1 for casalog)

flaryilyn Rizzuto

25472% palora Rd,
San Bernadino,CA 924410

Bit of Rein Stables
Gayle Presley

6640 N, Chestnut
Fresno,CA 93710

Sunset lodel Tack
Tanil R, Keller

woodX 10529 Irma Ave,
Tujunga,Ce 91042

FKathy dells
2u10 1, Jerusaler Rd,
Eden, Y 14057

“ichele Smith
The Tanelorn(next page)



icheole Srith Cerol Howard

The Tanclorn 164 ¥extin Dr. NE
212 Seville R, Sierra Vista,AZ §5635
Sayvillc,NY 117u? ‘ (Send 41 for photo list)

(Paso Lhck) ' ) 0
' } Robin Sruels

Susan Peplinski = L 260 B, Sisiond St,
367 Crinons ] ' : fcltona, FL °2??5
Winona, M 5057 o3 (SasE U/ 2~at, )
(Indion cost & SbﬂbL& blqkt)

Susan Benséws / [ary  Anm Skler

32 Pox Hills Ct, 3t 2, Box 372
Boulder,C0.£0303c v 14 Dantridge,™ 37725

s My L




OBSTACLE

Trail Obstacles

The rost commonly seen trall obstacles of all is & nmodel stépping
over logs. Obviously this is the easiest to make, just collect a fow
sticks and you're ready. The long sticks fron Tinker Toys are also
used, as well as the red and white striped soda straws, often filled
with sand for nore stability., If you're going to use those, why not
set them up in en L-shaped pattern used to showing backing or side-
passing in real trail classes? Tinker Toys, Lincoln Logs, ice cream
sticks, or lenths of k% balsa wood can be used to build a gate for
an obstacles, Or arrange them into a bridge, If your model is in =
standing position perhaps you could put him by a mialbox made by using
& Tinker Toy, cardboard, and construction paper. A very simple, but
often very effective trail pic is that of an action nold walking up
or down a stecp slope, or on z rought trail with rocks or brush to
negot loate. The realisrm shown in these pix is often the key to a
good placing, Air ferns can be used as bushes as they are just the
right sige for traditional size nodels, A new obstacles I've seen used
in real horse classes is a "rescue" where a men-size cloth dumny is
roped and pulled up to the saddle, This would be good for a standing
nodel to oé. Stuffed doll clothes with a little bag tiled for the
head would make a finc dumry. Tires from little trucks con slso be
used for a horsce to step through (their hooves should be in the center
of the tires), If your model has his feet feised high cnough. A
weter obstacle 1s easily found if you live near a shallow stream, or
one can be contructed in the backyard (if no one minds a mhole in the
badk yard..,)and filled with o garden hose, loft running for a ropid
little brook, This is best with a gravel or pebble ¥ bottom and
can be quite a winner, Hay or straw bales cen be made of grass clip-
pngs dried or real hay or straw and make good low Junps,

Trail obstacles are not hard to meke and there is no reason for
So many people to lean on the sinple “quickie" obstacles of logs,

The best places to look for ideas is in horse megozines and at real
horse shows, An original and realistic obstacles, well suited to the
nodel, will place tho highest. It #m doesn't have to be elaborate,

1 have o ple of a rmodel walking down o rocky slope covercd with
"trees" which took about two minutes to set up in MNon's garden, and
has astonished me with i1ts consistency to place, even in large classes,

Huntinquumpinm Qbstacles

The easiest juop to neke is, again, the good ol' "log"., So it
Seems! But just as easy to rake is a lovely stadium jump using the
basic set of Tinker Toys, or Lincoln Logs, glued together and painted.
Another simple jurp can be made using balsa wood for the sides and
cross bars of drinking straws filled with sand for a little rore
stabllity., The siderails can be nade to stand with 2 cross piece
glued to their botton. The little bushes can be found in the fake
flower section of most varicty stores, or doll house sets, or ¢ven
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