ank battle

BUS LOAD SAVED

FExpress Staff Reporter

ALAN MOOREHEAD

NEAR MERJS AYOUM (Southern Syria),

Wednesday (delayed}.

A

halted and a series of

are going on. .

Here among ihe ripening
wheat and across yellow hills
we have been locked with the
enemy since dawn,

At five a.m. the British moved
forward to a iittle cluster of
hilltop houses at Merj Ayoum
where the WVichy- drive spent
itself two days ago.

In reply .the French, ocne
battalion strong, with 15 tanks,
turned their T9-milltmetre pune
for he first time on the Palestine
porder township of Metulla.

Scarred villages

When I lupched in a clun){:\ af
trees 50 yards below the villag
they were plonking shells gn the
hotel where war  correspondents
siayed during the week-end,

I drove on along_a razor-back
hill to find read police and Cus-
loms stations. and barms Dlied with
newly-threshed grain, and the vil-
lazes of Kirbe- and Clevat all
riven ahd Scarred by the French

barrage and bombing that had
one an all morning.
& I gave the remains of my lunch

and a boitle of whisky to & regi-
mental ajd post caprain who was
tending his wouncded behind a
stone wall and was about {o g9
out, and tollect more who had been
lying out in the hot sum of no-
mans-jand  sinee  the  attack
started,

The Metulla bus, Inll of school-
children  who had somehow
wandered nto this ferward area.
wns being turnhed back by a
despatch rider.

1 climbed the last rise before
Merj Ayoum twa miles away Just
in titne 10 see the British arlillery
laying down a barvage squarely on
the French positions in the village.

Dust and fumes

Fach round sent s greagp vellow
cloud of mingléd dust and fumes
billowing over the housetops. Five
ar six Vichy tanks, knocked cut in
this merning's Gghting, stuck like

- blackeurrants to the nillside. which

mounts sharply in the shape of 2
wedding cake, * i B
Nine French tanks in all were
destreyed. ore of the (roni line
men tald me.  And in the bombing
taid a Bofors :gunner. gallantly
banging away on the bare hilltop
with two 350lb.. bombs Tblasting
araund him. - brouzht one enemy
machine down.
1ts crew ‘chuted into the valley
on our right. : -
It is hot in the late afternoon,

LL aléng the line now the French thrusts
behind our forward positions have been

British counter-attacks

and flies are ewerywhere. One
keeps thinking of the wounded
lving .on the ridde -there.. An
ambulanee set gui this’ morning
for them, bur it was machine-
gunned and forced back " It will

try again temight. L

It ig confusing, this Aoid echang-
ing war in-the hills. At Some
places we are behind the! Vichy
forces. and elsewhere ihey are be-
hind ours. ]

So often no one knows which
road is safe and hew long and for
how far. There wns a warning a
mameny, ago, “Troops approaching
in battle formation zlong the road

" leading back ta aur lines”

They were ours

Siraining - through plisses at
them we still could not determine
whether, they were French or our
own reinforcements. Faur shori
black crocodiles of marching men
cre&)ﬁ down through the stubble
3.000 yards away towards us under
the shadow of the great purple
rock face that poised with the
rulned Crusiders’ asile on its top.

Then we saw a British Stafl.carf
pass them unharmed, and we knew
them to be rein{orcements.

June 20, 1916

TIIREE nighit atlacks by-
. the Germans nagainsi
Yerdun werc Smashed by
arlillery amd machine-gun
fire, reported the French
_nmcinl commuUninque,
‘1940
‘ THILE the Petain Cabinet
in Bordeaux . still

awailed Hitler's terms for an
armisiiee. President Roose-
vell formed a “War Cabinet ”
by nppainting Mr. Stimson s
Sceretary for War and Colonel
KEnnx as Secrelary for ihe
Wavy,

Ship losses
debate ‘in Secret

Express Parliamcentary Reporter

Mr. Churchill said 1n Parlia-
ment yesterday that he has
agreed to a debaie pn the ship-
ping positien, but has deelded
it must be held in seeret.

Mr. Shinwell (So¢.. Seahatn) pro-
tested Ghat a secret debate would
fail in the purpuse of parliament-
ary discussion. which is lo route
people 0 A sense of urgency in
regard to shipping losses.

Mr. Churehill said that while he
could make a statement in secret
correfating the shipping losses to
the whole issue of the Battle of
the Atlantic he could nat do so in
ublic. .

Earl Winlertan (Cons, Hor-
sham} and others protested thal
the debate was demanded by
Government  erities.  Their cagse
was that the public sihould be
fully informed noi only of ship-
ping losses, but, as Mr. Maxton
(LL.P,, Bridgeton); said. of our
suceesses in sinking submarines.

‘Scotland

Express Staff Rgporicr

ERMANY’S war machine

uncensored . information:

next’ talk

C. V. R. THOMPSON
NEW YORK, Thursday.
is being prepared for a drive

on four Ironts, according to what is claimed fo he
reaching  Washington

and

quated today by the Dverseas News Agency. But the next

blitzkrieg was believed most

likely to.be aimed at Ireland

Eire gets se\*en'_liéw—
ships for supplies

At lcast thirty ships are required
Ly Eire for essential supplies. snid
Mr. Lemass, Supplies -Mmister,]
moving a vole lar £102,000 far the
new Irish shioping company in the,
Dail last night. !

Five ships, rotalling 24,000 gons,
have been bought Tor £367,000.
he added, The Unired Sintes
Government, In  addition. had
agreed to fransfer two ships to the
Iritsh flag, The Dall aareed ta-the
vote.

W,'ILI nol:

ancl Lovelq

FIGURE

IFE assumes a rosier hue
4 when you are leaking and
feeling radiant—able %o tackie
everything in’'your stride, Per-
fect health, your greatest
wealth—and a lovely Ggure—
tan be your prized assets by
taking Bile Beans nightly.

Purcly vegetable, Bile Beans
act gently and naturally. They
are the ldeal tonic-laxative
which ensures smeoth dlgestion
angd regular elimination and
remaoves all fat-forming foad
waste from the system.

Your health, figure
vitality will
look ftter, feel Eitter and more
youthlul it .you remember to
take Bile. Beans regulariy.

Prigad 7A, A5 & 3= tincleding Tas).
in pednfiertng,

and

Alan
Al ckeuiisty qnd sinres

Start To-night W

BILE

Radiant Healt ‘.

imprave—you’ll |

SEANS

Bile Oeans have o
praved mv  Rzure, made
me leel eter s much

rounger. And - fiyen  mc
more encrer and ellalily
i's  dificull  to -exprars

what a great help Bile

Beans are to me¢. 1 can-

tnue to take thent to keop

1t and well and my welght
C.

ith nermal”  Mrs €.

Landan. W3

oy
=2
e

AMAZIRG INVENTI

STYLE TOOTHBRUSHES OUT- OF - DATE

ON MAKES OLD-

or Scotland.

Washington military men who
have analysed these Teports
were sald to belleve thai Ger-
many has half her air force
ready to launch an altborne
attack on  thinly populated
Northern Scotland in order to
gain a footheld In the Brltish
Isles, .

Huge concenirations ot German
rgops in Denmark and Norway.
colncident with reports tuat  the
Luftwafle has withdrawn far in-
land for training in new ractics,
are regarded in these  quariers,
sid {he agency, as indications
that an aitempted invasion is not
far off,

Angther group of Nazi armics, 1%
was said, has been gathered in
Rumania ta aiove through Russin,
Tran and Iraq “for 2 final drive
on Suez.”

A Jourth cancentration was re-
Eorned w be on the Spanish-

rench border for an onslaugh:
against Gibraltar, .

Milk vans used

in police hunt
Armed suspect

Pylice borrowed milk vans from
a farmer, yesterday e hunt in
North Bucks and Sauth Northants
for 2 man in officer’s uniform who
fired shots at a policeman in
(Bucks) ‘on Saturday

Tht?: Tarmer  foun
greatcoat in one of his barng at
Gastlethorpe yesterday morning,
and told the police.

Believin,
leng le'ft. the pelice barrgwed the
farmer’'s vans, and taok up
ehase.

d 2 military

104 men of tﬁe sea

The deaths af 104 memyers ol
the merchant navy and fishing
fleets by enemy dctiol are re.

- |ported by the Ministry of War

Transport in g list issned today,

g thal lhe man had not!
thc‘

POGKET GARTOON

* Children stray into a front line

Children go

from Moscow

[~ =EROM: PAGE ONE |

traltors or by cunnlng, plot-
ting neighbours of Russia

Prom the radio station at Tiflis
—which is the capital of Georgha,
where Stalin was born—came
vialent “na  appeasement
Hitler " demand,

The -announcer claimed  phat
there were concentrations of Ger.
man mechanised divisions, infantry
and -important alr squadrons At

a
of

and added:—

“The Soviets are in danger of
their very lves. They will have
to- preserve 20 years of Socialist
building. -

“REPULSED” .

" Contact hag been made aiong
the Bessarabian {ropt between our
frantier .guards and the advanced
outposis ol a certain Pewer who
were rying Lo thrust their way to
Eamenetz Podolski. The attack s
heing victoriously repulsed.

“ Jackal conlingenls (presumanly
Rumamans} arg nosing thelr way
bLehind  the sponsors pf o Bess-
arabian reconguesl.” .

‘The Russian eva¢uation Irom
Leningrad followed the wholesale
evacuation of women and children
Irom the blggest Finnish towns.

Finnish commeny on the Govern-
ment’s decision [o call up reserves
for “extraordinary manmuvres”
tuns on these lines: “This time
Finland is not alone : every Finn
will again deo his duly.”

While Finland will not take the
initintive of hostile action against
Russia, it seems improbaple that
she will  Temain mpeutrel in the
event of a Russo-German clash,

It is understood that Sweden has
received pledges {rom both Ger-
mans and Russians that they will
respect her neutrality in wany case

~Hitler ‘has a-
40~-year plan’

“Express Correspondenl

BUDAFEST, Thursday.
STANBUL despatehes
tonight claimed that
Hiiller had not sent Russia
an  ullimatun  but  had
writlen Sialin a leiter out-
lining a scheme for =
4{-¥ear programme ol col-
tahoration.

The proposal, made in
“friendly  terms,” reguesiced
immediate extension of {he
Soviet road sysiem into ihe
Ukraine and  the Caucasus
gillields *“in enable Furupean
Russta 1o e¢njoy the full re-
snurces of the country.”

German industries would be
maoved 10 Russin under this
scheme.. German workersand
eapital would help to bring
aboul joint prosperity and a
*broiherhaag] nf peace.™

Hitler alsp invited Russia
to  join  the Axis-Fapanese
Pact..

Ineunu to Hitler
‘True firiends’
Hitler: I reciprocate

' .
| BERLIN, Thuriday.—Prestent
[neunu ' of Turkey. in & Lelegram to
Hitler “after the signing of the
German - Turkish  non - aggression
treaty, said ! “ It sets the seal ta a
true and sincere iriendship. I con-
sider it a.special pleasure to canvey
to Your Excellency my feelings of
deep satisfaction.

*Our Lwo'countries enter into an
era of mutual confidence with the
firm imtent always to maintain it

Hitler replied : “T also am Glled
with feelings of great satisfaction
at the conclusion of, this treaty. I
warmly reciprocate your assurance
of friendship."—Reutar.

|

Lox"_'d"ﬁl?nsany safe:

| escaped from Greece

| Tord Dunsany, author and play-
swrighl, is sale in Calro. il was
learned in Dubliy yesterday.

| He was appointed Byron Profps-
sor of English at Athens University
early this year, and after the Ger-
mans marened into Grecce no news
was recelved from him.

SPORTS

Commotion dashes along
to complete classie double

By THE

all enclosures.

Such a rucing erowd comes
only once a year in wartime.
and 2 compargtive handfu] saw
Commotion comolete the classic
double for Beckhampten in
todav's Oaks,

NEWMARKET, Thursday,—Official returns for
day show thal fewer than 25,000 pald for admission to

Norn-paying spectators and members
would not bring the tota! altendance ahave 35,000,

el

SECTION

SCOUT |
Derby

_—

Louis meets a boxer

NEW YORE, Faursday.—itp wilr

\nteresting Ge

10 5e¢ what luture plans
tre made far Joe Louwls, who nenrly

Cernautl and Constanza. Rum#nia,|

GIVE WOMEN
ENGINEERS.
EQUAL PAY

" —AEU, urges

Equal pay for equal work by
women engineers was urged in a
resolution passed at the confer-
ence of the Amalgamated En-
gineering Union in Llandudho
Yyesterday.

The resolution expresseqd concern
Ap the Government's 'decision o
maobilise women [or * engineering
factories. .

It added that under existing,
wage scales and canditions of
employment, women were being
iniroduced to echeapen productian
in labour costs. N .
,The -conference instructed [he

executive to ask employers to
establish the principle of equal pay
for equal work, - .

SECRET TRAPS FOR
" ARMY DODGERS

SEGRET methods for detecting conseription-dodgers. arc
being perfected by the Ministry of Labour,

- - The national register §s  the
' principal check on  service de.

R.A.F. shot

Lt aea Y

sitters

“ That able fellow Cracken-
thorpe is working on a ratlier
folly litede scheme for the
compulsory Tegisiration of
all  non-controlled canary
owness exclusive of those
in zhe Isle of Man end
Northern Ireland.”

fauliers, but many men have falled
to register with their age groups.
Both civil and military police are
co-operating in reundifig phem up.
A Ministry of Labour offictal
sald yvesterday ! ' 'We cannpp re-
ven} cur imethads, bur we are
tisfied that they are effec-

tive.”
Some dodge

rs use [lorged lden-
Uity cards ang nove no permanent
zddress. Some Iramp ¢he countr
avd have become expert in evad-
ing the periodien] inspections that
are made of casugl wards,

“Steel helmet”
.. cost 43d.

Swift retribution for racketeer-
ing iraders was promised in the
Commons yesterday by Mr, Oliver
L%'ttelum, Presidenl of the Board
of Trade, under the Gopds and
Services  (Price  Control)  Bill,
which was given a second reading.

A shopkteeper. he said. had
tefused 160 sell a vacuum Hask to

batile. Hmbing the escarpmenc I
watched the fizat, which . seemed Lo
be right overhead. S !

A surprisingly large force of
Stukas was being altacked by
eight Hurricanes. The Britich
machines routed the enemy,

shooting 11 of-thEm down for the
lnss of caly one of ours. These
fAzures were Tater conflrmed.

Not only d'd the R.ATF. held the
Nazi dive-bdmbers at Ba¥, but they
provided ancther arm of the British
atiack by constantly 'strafing the
German troeps and arkillery. . .

In fact, the R.AF. pgave the
enemy everybhing they had.

Ont of our worsi lesses in the
babtle was a well-known pilot who,
with his Hurricane out of ammuni-;
tion, slowed down for recannais-i
sance, . |a waman Board of Trade jnepecror
__He flew over Lhe cscarpment wilhjunless she bousht a balsam  for
incles 1o spare chased by a couplejbranehial  affliction. A *semis
of Messerschmitts, |mllitsry Steel  helmel™ pa

Fiying superbly. he Oicked in and|through so0 many hands thai,
out of wadis thirty feey from he/whereas its cost was 4'd. i was
ground. finally disappearing wilhiids, 6d. when it veached the re-
the Messerschmilts still on his tail, lailer, wha “threw it away™ (o

the public at 17s. 5d.

"The proicctive value of these
helmets.” said Mr. Lytielton, *is
comparable 10 Lhat _of a bowler
hat. They dent casily on impacl
with the kitchen table,”

-RIDDLED

His planc was riddled with bullets
and belching smoke, but he brought
it down. !

As he stepped out of it one of

55¢d | Canadian
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“I FOUND
KINDNESS
IN PRISON’

—Sir D. Broughton

NAIROBI, Thursday.
FTER evidence which had
lasted 22 Thours,
Delves Broughton, Bi, left
the witness-box today
Nairobi,  where he is accused

of murdering . the Earl 70[ -

Erroll, .

sir Delves admitted that he
knew hils wife and Lord Erroll
were in love, but said he had
become recenciled tz It.  He
denied " ali. khowledge of Lord
Erroll's death, C.

In his final evidence he denled

that he was inclined to be frricable,
even unfder ,trying prison condi-

PARALYSED

tions.-
He praised prison officials. and

.|tellow-priscners for the considern-

tian h= had received while in
custody, and added :—

“They all made life As bear-

able as possible. In fact, T have

; received more genuing kindness

and vthought from prison officlals| &
i than I ever hadl;

and prisoners
outside prison,”

Dr, W. V. Boyle said that Sir
Dglves had a puralysis ol the right
side.

Lerd Erroll's  asseilant  would
have had to use both hands to
moyve the body Lo the pesition in
which it was found in the car. He
supposed it wauld take 10 to 15
minutes ta do Lhis,

The prisan doctor said he took{)

& photograph of Sir Delves's right
hand, proving thal.the halves of
two benes had been removed from
the wrist, He doubted that Sir
Delves would have been able to
leave the house on’the night of
January 23 or 24, eitker by lhe
drainpipe or the balcony.—RB.GF.
and AP, :

Trainee jailed for
alarm talk

“ Shooting down miners”

On . ihree charges of publishing
stztements likely 1o cause alarm
and despondency at a Croveroment
Lraining cenire, Arthur Charles
Marchment, 57, a filter, of Wood-
tand-rise, Muswell Hill, was sent
lo jail for A month at Tettenham

vesierday.

An instruclor, Edward George
Williamson, said (hat Marchment,
4 lrainee, said to bim: ' Four
regiments  have  Jaid
down their arms. ond a Cobinet
Minister has been ' sent to guell
the disturbance”  He alsg said:
“Mr Churehili has sent tmops to
South Wales 1o shooi down miners
on the verge of strixing”

Marchment denied making (he
statements. and szid he was sorry

ithat he had caused any alarm or
despondency. !

ihe Messerschmity pilots dived
¢+ downn and shot him through the

thigh with an explosive bullet. é

*When the streteher - bearers
arrived the pilot handed in his
TeCONNAiSSance  maps.- made 2
Iyeﬁbal report, and died where he
ell.

Desert. warfare such as this
Setlum batlle is like a naval en-
gagemenhit in miniature.

ey positions  like  Salium,
Capuzzo and Tobruk are equivalent
te npaval bases and correspondingly
important, buy  the sweltering
sandy waste beitveen bhese points
is mare of p Hability than an asset
because of difficulties-of supplies.

The Brilish plan of operations|] Linens Haberda: T i
included three separate objec- Redspread 2 ?"{ shery_ Furmiture
Lves D p 0 _Fi' Sewing Machines Carpets
1. To cepture and occupy thae own u['g Cycles
entire 1:{5””'“‘0‘“’“““%%'“““’ Lace Curtains “}'nrkmen's Overalls E'e;:_'ll'ﬂlﬂate
triangle; avert snominog | feckout Fabrics Tarnery Bra {"”’"-"'
. To Il an  immine
attack on Tobruk: and n } {black only) Irenmon ot
3. "To decoy the enemy armoured | Loose Covers NS Ery Drugs
Io[rcct.w, into ‘the open Tor a trialll Baby Linen China Handbaps
o protice” diacnety jacneied ] - Millinery Class Trunks
resulls, i '} Also Sale Bargains from our ample stocks of all Ratiored
raihe sqﬁond obljctgtive was at-||° TALE Clothing, Fabrics and Foot-
ained wilh complete success: but wear. Man
the first and thitd were only par- %0t st less

tially successful, with' the resuly
that instead of merely withdrawing
to delfensive posilions the Imperinl
troops retreated 12 miles 1o Lheir
original line. abandoning 1he inter-
vening territory 1o the Germans.

R.AF. ordered

‘wear overalls’
When not in public

Express Air Reporter

To bring the R.AF. into hne with
vhe coupeh  clothing  evonomics.
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Begins Monday Next at 9a.m
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orders are ueing issued that uni-
Torms will be worn only when they
vun be seen by oulsiders. Other-

John Barker & Co Ltd High SI Kensington W8

Phane Western 5432

wise overalls will be worm, parti-
culirly when the men are gn rough
work.

The ~birth certifirate " of svery
service jacket, every pair of pants
and every coal is to be stamned on[
each garmeni 5o that its life ean be
checked when' it is submitted for
exchange. -

and R.APF. railors have been
directed to spend maore time on
patehing and repair wirk,
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